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Financia l  Freedom
This is my “WHY” by Alphonse Eugene, Jr., the Money Managing Marine

Like many children growing up in the 
most powerful and prosperous country 
in the world, I transitioned from my 
parents’ home into society without a 
wealth education. (How does that 
happen?) My parents did a great job 
instilling in me the core values needed 
to become a productive adult: get an 
education, be respectful, treat others 
the way you want to be treated, have 
a high moral compass, etc. However, 
neither my parents nor the educational 
system prepared me to have the 
positive relationship with money that 
every adult in this country will 
inevitably need. My parents did not 
have a sound financial education 
themselves, so although they loved 
me dearly and wanted the best for me, 
i t was impossible for them to 
adequate ly prepare me to be 
financially successful. 

Although I was born with a “savers 
gene”, I did not know what to do with 
the hard-earned money that I had 
accumulated.  And no one in my 
immediate circle knew either! (Who 
would you go to for financial advice??) 
In most cases, even speaking in detail 
about financial matters was taboo.  
Even those who were obviously 
struggling with money tended to suffer 
in silence (just like many of you are 
doing today).  This is  because they 
were too embarrassed to be honest 
about the financial issues they faced.  
I finally came to the conclusion that no 
one is born with a high financial IQ.  
Financial literacy is obtained through 
deliberate and intentional action, and 
there is no shortcut. 

So not having a plan in place, 
eventually I spent the money I had 
saved.  It was suggested to me that I 
should meet with a financial advisor, 
and they would help me create a plan 
to solidify my financial future.  I met 
with an advisor, and invested in 
numerous financial products that were 
offered and began building what I 
thought was long-term security. I later 
came to realize that my advisor’s 
primary goal was to earn a living and 
provide for his own family, and that my 
financial security was secondary.  I 
was taken advantage of and sold high-

commission products that were not in 
my best interest.  These products 
allowed my financial advisor to earn 
income from my investments, while 
s imul taneous ly s tagnat ing the 
performance of my portfolio.  I realized 
that at their core, financial advisors 
are sales people first and foremost.  

I then decided that if I wanted to 
obtain financial freedom, I had to take 
control of my own financial future (and 
you must too, because no one is 
coming to save you).  I began reading 
numerous personal finance and 
invest ing books, and studying 
documentaries and teachings of some 
of the most prominent equity, bond 
and real estate investors in the world. I 
also studied notable leaders in the 
FIRE (Financial Independence, Retire 
Early) community. I eventually raised 
my financial IQ and began investing 
on my own, moving my assets from 
the high-cost financial instruments to 
low-cost index funds, as well as 
acquiring real estate. Despite coming 
from humble beginnings, and having 
modest military and law enforcement 
salaries, I was able to amass a 
substantial portfolio of real estate, 
equities and bonds that allowed me to 
become financially free by the age of 
43; I was no longer required to spend 
hours of my life working for money. 
Having a job was optional. (How soon 
could I have accomplished this goal if I 
had obtained a wealth education 
earlier?). 

On this journey, I have discovered that 
most Americans are unceremoniously 
dumped into the working world without 
much knowledge of financial planning 
and investing. Madison Avenue and 
Wall Street have done an excellent job 
of making the financial world seem too 
difficult and too sophisticated for the 
average person to succeed in.  I have 
been inspired to help others realize 
that life can be more than working 
hard until old age, only to be in debt, 
having accumulated little to no wealth.  
My goal is to help others achieve 
financial independence, which gives 
you freedom.  That freedom gives you 
choices and allows you to live life on 
your own terms. 

COURSE OFFERINGS 

2.1 FINANCE BASICS 
This session is designed to 
introduce you to the fundamental 
principles, guidelines and 
concepts that will allow you to  
establish a positive relationship 
with your finances.   

2.2  BUDGETING 
During this 4-hour intensive 
training, we will discuss the 
importance of gaining 100% 
control of your money and guide 
you through the process of 
creating a zero-based budget. 

2.3  CREDIT 
Discover how to use credit wisely 
as a strategic partner in your 
wealth building process.  Learn 
what factors influence your credit 
score and how to build and 
maintain a solid credit rating.  

2.4  INVESTING 
Learn the essentials of asset 
classes such as stocks, bonds, 
ETFs, REITS, index funds and 
mutual funds in your long and 
short-term investment portfolio. 

2.5  REAL ESTATE 
Learn the basics of purchasing 
property as a primary residence 
or an investment.  Also gain an 
understanding of the value of 
paid-off real estate. 


